SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 04 APRIL 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the Mailchimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 
DRAFT TYPE APPROVAL REGULATIONS PUBLISHED 


THE AUTUMN QRP CONTEST AND THE WEST RAND OPEN DAY ON 
10 APRIL 


and 

CELEBRATE WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY 2021 ON 18 APRIL 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We start the bulletin with the news of a silent key. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Roelof Mitton, ZS1XD 
went silent on 17 March 2021. Roelof was 91 years young. He was first licensed 
in November 1983 and was a keen CW operator and was keen on making HF 
antennas. In recent years, he really enjoyed digital modes on HF and he was 
particularly active from his portable field stations, whenever he travelled around 
the country. 


We extend our sincere condolences to his son Deon, ZS1D, family and friends. 
PAUSE. 
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THE SARL VIRTUAL AGM ON 17 APRIL 


The 2021 SARL Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday 17 April on 
the Bluejeans platform. To register for the AGM, follow the link on the front 
page on the SARL web site. You will receive the link to join the conference 
closer to the date of the AGM. The 2021 SARL AGM Booklet is available for 
download, once again follow the link on the front page. 


DRAFT TYPE APPROVAL REGULATIONS PUBLISHED 


As reported in SARL News last Sunday, ICASA has published the draft Type 
Approval Regulations in Government Gazette no 44371 dated 31 March 2021. 
Amateur Radio has been listed in Section 5 under the list of equipment not 
requiring registration with the Authority. The SARL will study the draft care- 
fully and prepare feedback to ICASA. Initial reaction is that this is good news! 
It is not certain when the final regulations will be gazetted. It will depend on 
the feedback received and if hearings will have to be held. You can download a 
copy of the Regulation from the SARL web site. 


THE AUTUMN QRP CONTEST ON 10 APRIL 


The QRP contests are intended to be fun activities to promote QRP opera- 
tion between radio amateurs. Using homebuilt equipment or operating as a 
portable/field station and using temporary antennas is encouraged but is not 
a requirement. The autumn contest will run from 12:00 to 13:30 UTC (14:00 
to 15:30 CAT) on Saturday 10 April 2021 using CW and phone with 5 Watt 
(PEP) output or less. The first 45 minutes is limited to the 40-m band only, the 
remaining 45 minutes the contesters are free to use any HF (non-WARC) band 
as they see fit. 


The exchange is a realistic RS or RST report and your 6 character grid loca- 
tor. Each QSO counts 1 point and there are Prefix/Country and Station type 
multipliers. Submit your log sheet in ADIF, Cabrillo or MS Excel format by 
15 April 2021 to info@zs6wr.co.za. A photo or photos of the station operating 
(JPG format) MUST accompany every log entry. 


THE 5 MHZ NEWSLETTER 


Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, the editor of the 5 MHz Newsletter reports that the 
latest edition of the 5 MHz Newsletter (No 26 - Spring 2021) is now available 
for free pdf download from the ’External Links’ section of the Wikipedia 60 m 
Band page or the RSGB 5 MHz page. This edition includes 5 MHz news from 
4 countries, MARS on 5 MHz, The SARL Worked All ZS 5 MHz Award, the 
latest World of 5 MHz Map, useful websites for 5 MHz, reader’s feedback and 
CQ serenade. 


CELEBRATE WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY 2021 ON 18 APRIL 


Sunday 18 April is World Amateur Radio Day (WARD) and this year marks 
the 96th anniversary of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU), which 
was founded at the 1925 International Radiotelegraph Conference in Paris. 


The IARU has chosen ”Amateur Radio: Home but Never Alone” as the theme 
for World Amateur Radio Day 2021. The theme acknowledges that during our 
physical distancing to reduce the spread of COVID-19, amateur radio stands out 
as a welcome respite for its variety of activities and opportunities. On World 
Amateur Radio Day, all radio amateurs are invited to take to the airwaves to 
share global goodwill with other amateurs. 
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IARU AND EUROPEAN COMMISSION MEET ON WIRELESS POWER 
TRANSFER FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES 


International Amateur Radio Union Region 1 President Don Beattie, G3BJ has 
reported a meeting between the IARU and the European Commission that dis- 
cussed potential RF interference from wireless power transfer for electric vehicles 
(WPT-EV) systems. At the request of the European Commission, the IARU 
met on March 25 with representatives of the automotive industry, standards 
bodies, and the European Commission to review the current position on the 
development of an emission standard for WPT-EV. 


There was a frank exchange of views, during which the IARU made clear 
the technical basis for its concerns about unwanted emissions from WPT-EV. 
WPT-EV developers presented their case, based on the tests they had un- 
dertaken. After exploring the issues, the European Commission determined 
that further joint tests should be arranged and asked the European Committee 
for Standardization/European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization 
(CEN/CENELEC) to facilitate these. The IARU confirmed that it was content 
to participate and welcomed the initiative, stressing that the tests needed to be 
conducted in an electrically quiet environment. 


Another meeting will take place once the relevant tests have been completed, 
with a view to making progress toward an emission standard. In attending 
the meeting, the IARU was clear that it viewed the discussions as being with- 
out prejudice to the ongoing work in the European Conference of Postal and 
Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT), Comité International Spécial des 
Perturbations Radioélectriques (CISPR) and International Telecommunications 
Union (ITU) on the same topic. 


(Thanks to IARU Region 1) 
THE WEST RAND OPEN DAY ON 10 APRIL 


All interested parties are invited to the West Rand Amateur Radio Club’s Open 
Day and Tech Talk on Saturday 10 April 2021 at the Club House in Kroton 
Street South, Weltevreden Park. The gates open at 09:30. Various topics of 
interest to radio amateurs will feature. The highlight will be Leon Uys’ talk 
on reducing noise in the shack. He has prepared a comprehensive presentation 
that will end with a brief session to assist you in building your own chokes and 
learn about using ferrites in the shack. The club will have toroids, ferrites, and 
accessories on sale. Linda, ZS6LML from CDS will also be setting up a sales 
table. 
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There will be a fire going and you are invited to join in for a “bring and braai’ 
for lunch. The club will supply bread rolls and gravy. Please join us for a fun 
and informative day at the West Rand club house. For more info send an email 
to info@zs6wr.co.za. Covid protocol will be in place, the wearing of a mask and 
distancing will apply. 


CLUB NEWS 


At AGM of the Hibiscus Coast ARC, held on 28 March 2021, the following 
members were selected to serve on the committee for the ensuing year. 


Chairman: Louis Koen, ZS5LS 

Vice Chairman: Gawie Hoon, ZS5R. 
Secretary: Gawie Hoon, ZS5R 

Assistant secretary: Brian Best, ZS5SB 
Treasurer: Tim Larsen, ZS5TIM 
Competition Manager: Jess Hawes, ZS5YAT 


All expressed their appreciation to the outgoing Committee, especially Sid Tyler, 
ZS5YAC who has led the club since about mid-2010 (what is he going to keep 
himself busy with?) and wish the incoming committee the best for the year 
ahead. The club is busy with the final preparations to erect a voice repeater 
near Paddock with the normal required tone access frequency. The intention is 
to commission it on or after 10 April 2021. 


The AGM of the Rustenburg Radio Club was held on Saturday 27 March 2021. 
The following members were elected as committee members. 


Chairman: Johan Swanepoel, ZS6JHN 
Secretary: Ronel Jansen van Rensburg, ZS6SBV 
Technical: Lukas Holtzhausen, ZS6LH 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently no sunspot regions visible and no solar flaring 
is expected. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected 
effective sunspot number for the week will be around one. The 10 to 30 m bands 
will especially during the late afternoons provide some good DX fun. Please visit 
the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further information 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


05 April — Family Day 

10 April — Autumn QRP Contest 

17 April — the SARL virtual AGM and the ZS4SRK Balloon contest 

18 April — World Amateur Radio Day and the ZS4 Sprint 

23 April — Registration for the May RAE closes and provincial schools close. 
27 April — Freedom Day and the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 

1 May — Workers Day and the AWA Valve AM QSO Party 


2 May — the AWA Valve SSB QSO Party 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


As reported in SARL News last Sunday, ICASA has published the draft Type 
Approval Regulations in Government Gazette no 44371 dated 31 March 2021. 
Amateur Radio has been listed in Section 5 under the list of equipment not 
requiring registration with the Authority. You can download a copy of the 
Regulation from the SARL web site. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by email to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson, ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


